
  
  

 
 
 
 
Thursday July 26, 2012 
 
The Honourable John Duncan,  
Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development 
576 England Ave. Unit 104 
Courtenay, British Columbia 
V9N 2N3 
 
Dear Minister Duncan, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Independent Media Arts Alliance, a national network of 
media arts organizations in all parts of Canada. Media art encompasses the disciplines 
of film, video, audio as well as new media. Our members are organized into 5 
geographic regions across Canada in addition to an Indigenous caucus named the 
National Indigenous Media Arts Coalition (NIMAC).  
 
The IMAA is composed of small and medium sized enterprises directly engaged with 
their local communities providing hands-on training opportunities, workshops to foster 
expertise in business management, educational programs, artistic programming and 
collaborative exchanges with various community groups. Collectively, these centres 
contribute greatly to the Canadian arts and cultural sector, while being a shining 
example of what our country is capable of as an innovative, inclusive and creative 
society.  
 
We are extremely disheartened that the Treasury Board has frozen a $22-million grant 
to the Cultural Connections for Aboriginal Youth program (CCAY), a $22 million 
Canada-wide initiative that supports off-reserve Aboriginal youth aged 10-24 years to 
enhance their economic, social, cultural and personal prospects. 
 
The IMAA and NIMAC share the values that this program championed and in fact many 
of our member organizations partnered with Aboriginal youth programs that were 
supported by this fund. We have learned that the suspension of this grant has already 
been devastating to Aboriginal youth centres and subsequently important youth 
outreach initiatives have been cancelled.   
 
On the west coast, the Alternator Centre for Contemporary Art based in Kelowna, 
British Columbia has partnered with the Sookinchoot Youth program on a number of 
initiatives.  On the east coast, the Kitpu Youth Centre in Halifax, Nova Scotia was a 
neighbour to the Atlantic Filmmakers Cooperative and collaborated on many projects 
over the years. Most recently, a youth documentary production program was in the 
works, and has since been shelved given that the Kitpu Centre was cut and has closed.  
 
These are only a few examples of how this grant was used to empower First Nation, 
Inuit and Metis youth by engaging them in the media arts.  We know that youth who 
participated in these programs gained the confidence and skills needed to enter the 
workforce through a creative and supportive approach. 
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On behalf of the IMAA members and the communities that they represent, I call upon 
you in the strongest possible terms to immediately reinstate CCAY funding, making it 
retroactive to April 1, 2012. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
 
 
Jennifer Dorner, National Director  
 
  
CC: Prime Minister Stephen Harper; Executive Director Jeffrey Cyr, National 
Association of Friendship Centres  
 
 


