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Thursday July 26, 2012 
 
Honourable Kevin Doherty,  
Minister of Parks, Culture and Sport 
Government of Saskatchewan 
105 - 438 Victoria Avenue East 
Regina, SK, S4N0N7 
 
Dear Minister Doherty, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Independent Media Arts Alliance, a national association of 
producers, distributors and exhibitors of Canadian media art. Media art is film, video, audio 
and new media. Independent means that the artist initiates and is the driving force behind the 
work and maintains complete creative control over the work. We are proud to have 17 
member organizations in the Prairies and Northwest Territories region with several centres 
operating in the Province of Saskatchewan.  
 
We are pleased to hear that the Saskatchewan government will begin consultations with the 
cultural sector about how it should fund creative industries in the province.  Especially 
following the poor decision to cut the Film Employment Tax Credit. If the tax credit is 
permanently eliminated, Saskatchewan will become the only province in Canada without a 
film tax credit program.  Even when other provinces had considered eliminating similar 
programs, they were maintained given their vital role in stimulating investment, generating 
revenue and creating jobs.  
 
This move will severely affect the larger media arts industry in the Prairies region. Not only 
will this cut will have enormous consequences to the film industry in Saskatchewan it will 
have detrimental outcomes to the media arts community as a whole.   
 
In smaller Canadian communities there is inter-dependence between the various levels of 
media art production within the global film industry. Cutting support to professional filmmakers 
is a deterrent for emerging artists and students hoping to establish themselves in 
Saskatchewan. The Canadian film industry depends on a strong, healthy foundation that 
includes support systems to artists at all stages of their careers and in all parts of Canada. 
 
As you begin consulting the cultural sector within your province, please know that the national 
media arts sector urges the Saskatchewan government to reconsider its decision to eliminate the 
Film Employment Tax Credit.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Jennifer Dorner, National Director  
 
CC: Premier Brad Wall, Government of Sasksatchewan 


