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MANDATE 
 
The Independent Media Arts Alliance (IMAA) is a member-driven non-profit national organization 
working to advance and strengthen the media arts community in Canada.  
 
Representing over 80 independent film, video, audio and new media production, distribution, 
and exhibition organizations in all parts of Canada, the IMAA serves over 12,000 independent 
media artists and cultural workers. 
 
 
IMAA's aims are: 
 
COMMUNICATIONS  
-to provide a forum of communication and discussion among independent media arts groups 
 
COMMUNITY  
-to provide opportunities for developing links between all cultural elements of the IMAA 
 
ADVOCACY  
-to represent the independent media arts community to government agencies and the private 
sector 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
2009/2010 was a transitional year for the Independent Media Arts Alliance (IMAA). I was elected as 
Chair in June 2009, and IMAA experienced a complete change-over in staff in the months following.  
In September 2009 we hired both a new Administrative Coordinator (Claudie Lévesque) to replace 
Claudine Douaire and an Interim National Director (Timothy Dallett) to replace Jennifer Dorner. 
 
2009/2010 also saw the Region of Ontario getting into full gear to organize the 2010 ON.Fire National 
Conference.  The newly formed independent Regional media arts advocacy body, Media Arts 
Network of Ontario (MANO) was able to pool their resources with IMAA, to hire a Conference 
Coordinator (Cara Williams) to work with a dynamic Conference planning committee, to realize 
what’s sure to be one of IMAA’s strongest and exciting National Conferences to date! 
 
I remained in constant communication with IMAA’s Executive staff during the year, as there was not 
a lot of transitional time between the Interim National Director’s, hiring and the outgoing National 
Director’s leaving.  I felt it necessary to make myself as available as possible to IMAA’s staff 
throughout this period, to offer assistance in whichever ways I could. 
 
Though 2009 did not allow for any in-person Board meetings, IMAA’s Board business was effectively 
carried out via several teleconferences. The Executive met once in-person, to hire the Interim 
National Director, and various working groups were formed over the year as needed to assist the 
Executive staff with specific tasks. 
 
Sub-Committee activities continued at a similar level to previous years, though 2009 did see the 
completion of two very important IMAA Sub-committee Flash surveys for both the Employment 
Standards and the Diversity Sub-committees; the results from these surveys are still be being compiled 
and prepared for IMAA’s online tool kits.  Additionally IMAA’s Executive staff will be working with the 
Artist-Run Centres and Collectives Conference (ARCA) to develop a comprehensive Employment 
Standards report. 
 
The past year was an especially busy one in attempting to revise and amend certain Bylaw 
provisions.  IMAA’s Board and Executive staff worked diligently towards including additional Bylaw 
provisions to allow for an increase in representation of The National Indigenous Media Arts Coalition 
(NIMAC’s) on IMAA’s Board.  This ACTION originally arose out of various discussions between NIMAC’s 
leadership and IMAA’s Board, and as Chair, I felt it imperative to maintain the momentum by 
encouraging IMAA’s Board and Executive staff to remain focused and committed towards 
attempting to realize this extremely important goal.   
 
I was convinced in working with IMAA’s Board and staff, that they are primed to make IMAA a more 
viable organization and a stronger voice in the broader Canadian arts community. My highest 
commendations go to the Board members for their willingness to serve on their own time and to their 
unwavering commitment to the mission of IMAA. They’ve provided a dynamic leadership that will 
continue to improve IMAA’s image and stability moving forwards. 
 
I must add that the effective communication and the implementation of my responsibilities were due 
in no small part to the efficiency of IMAA’s Board and staff. I personally appreciate the Board and 
staffs’ sincere commitment to IMAA’S vital role in advocating for the continuation of funding, 
realization of equitable employment standards, a fully sustainable archival situation for media art 
works, and enhanced artistic and creative support for media artists across Canada.  There is much 
work ahead yet, and I look forward to providing my support and assistance as Chair of IMAA’s Board, 
as I move towards completion of my final term in 2011. 
 
Patrice James
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NATIONAL DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
The past year has seen significant upheaval in the landscapes of media arts policy and arts 
funding that affect the Alliance’s membership. The year has also seen change and 
transformation in the Alliance itself, with Claudie Lévesque bringing a wealth of knowledge and 
experience to our team as Administrative Coordinator, an office move, and my temporary role 
as Interim National Director. 
 
While many disappointing developments have emerged in the wake of last summer’s federal 
cutbacks and program eliminations affecting the broad media arts sector, it is heartening to see 
that the arts community has found increased collaboration and common purpose. The re-
launching of the Canadian Arts Coalition provides a platform for the cultural sector to come 
together around a united message in support of arms-length national arts funding. The Alliance 
continued to lend its voice to the groundswell of opposition to continuing cutbacks to art funding 
in British Columbia.  
 
These developments have brought an increased focus on the centrality of the Canada Council’s 
role in supporting our milieu and the importance of the arms-length funding principles. An 
eagerly anticipated part of this year’s National Conference will be an update from the Canada 
Council Media Arts Section on the results of proposed revisions to the programs for organizational 
clients of the Section. The IMAA has contributed to the consultation processes and conveyed the 
milieu’s support of the Section’s work on this significant revision.  
 
Partnership and collaboration have been a central theme in the Alliance’s work this year. The 
Alliance was represented at the Canada Council’s annual meeting of National Arts Service 
Organizations. Our continuing membership in the Visual Arts Alliance has allowed for a unique 
positioning of our advocacy for the interests of media arts centres and artists within the broader 
Canadian arts sector, and a number of important projects are in development. These 
relationships with allied organizations at a national level complement the cross-disciplinary 
partnerships that have been developed by the ON.Fire Steering Committee for this years’ 
National Conference. 
 
In particular, a collaboration with the Artist-Run Centres and Collectives Conference - which 
shares a significant membership overlap with the IMAA - has greatly extended the reach and 
applicability of the Employment Standards Survey initiated as a result of the Bradley Proposal at 
the 2009 AGM. At this year’s Conference we invite delegates to review and respond to a 
preliminary draft of the Survey covering the IMAA membership. The full Employment Standards 
Report is in preparation in collaboration with ARCA for publication in the fall of 2010, 
incorporating the feedback we receive from you. 
 
The participation of the Alliance in the Observatoire du Documentaire, including representation 
on its board of directors, has been an important venue for leveraging the combined efforts of 
media arts organizations invested in the documentary practice, and allows the Alliance to have 
input into a wider context, particularly at Heritage Canada, where we continue to experience 
challenges in focusing policy development on the independent media arts. The IMAA will be 
continuing to work with the Observatoire to monitor the implementation of the Canada Media 
Fund to assess to what extent the Fund will be actually useful to independent producer, 
particularly in the documentary sector. 
 
While some federal arts funding and associated programs benefiting from stimulus investment 
such as Cultural Spaces Canada have been maintained at past levels for the current year, it is 
entirely reasonable to foresee that next year’s federal and provincial budgets will present a 
radically different picture. We see alliances across the arts and cultural community as a central 
part of preparing for this development. 
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As a strategic initiative to assist the media arts community in seeking potential alternative sources 
of funding for its continued development, and also as a response to direction from last year’s 
Conference for increased networking and alignment with sister organizations in the media arts, 
the Alliance committed time and effort to supporting a proposal by the Canadian Association of 
Community Television Users and Stations for a groundbreaking restructuring of the community 
broadcasting sector through a Community-Access Media Fund. The IMAA made formal 
submissions and appeared at the Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunication 
Commission review of community television policy. We await the result of the CRTC’s review 
knowing that important partnerships and collaborative relationships have been developed that 
bridge allied segments of the independent media sector that are in many ways complementary. 
 
As we move toward summer we see the release of two significant announcements from the 
Federal Government that bear directly on the political, legislative and regulatory environment 
affecting the Alliance’s membership: proposed changes to the Copyright Act, and a 
consultation process on a National Digital Strategy. The IMAA National Conference is an ideal 
venue to focus the attention and imagination of our community on the issues raised by these 
important federal contexts and we look forward to your discussion and input to guide and 
stimulate advocacy work on these files in the coming months. 
 
The development and production of the 2010 ON.Fire IMAA National Conference is the result of a 
major investment by the IMAA’s Toronto membership. Their work and commitment to a unique 
and dynamic forum has allowed the Conference to take on a truly impressive scope. The context 
in which you read this report is a direct result of the hard work of a large and dedicated team 
deserving of significant recognition. We are pleased to announce the planning of the 2012 
National Conference for Banff, Alberta. 
 
In parallel with your own organizations, this coming fall’s Canada Council application cycle will 
provide a crucial opportunity to articulate the IMAA’s objectives and operational directions into 
the future. I look forward to being able to contribute to this process and to work with the Board 
and the membership to help increase the capacity of the Alliance to best serve the interests of 
the independent media arts community. 
 
It has been a valuable experience to work over the past year with the Alliance’s Board of 
Directors, with my colleagues Claudie Lévesque and Jennifer Dorner (who will return as National 
Director on November 1), and with the ON.Fire Steering Committee and ON.Fire Conference 
Coordinator Cara Williams. 
 
I look forward to our dialogue and work together at the National Conference and in the coming 
months. Thank you for this opportunity. 
 
 
Timothy Dallett  
Interim National Director (September 2009 – November 2010)  
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2009-2010 (as of March 31, 2010)  
 
 
Jason Baerg, NIMAC Director, Vice-President 
302 Carlaw Avenue, Suite 108, Toronto ON  M4M 3L1 
 
Tracey Kim Bonneau, NIMAC Director  
c/o Ullus Collective  RR#2 Site 50  Penticton BC  V2A 6J7 
 
Mireille Bourgeois, Ontario Director 
c/o SAW Video, 67 Nicholas Street, Ottawa ON  K1N 7B9 
 
Amandine Gauthier, Québec Director  
c/o, Avatar, 541, rue De Saint-Vallier Est, #5-62, Québec QC  G1K 3P9 
 
William Harrington, Atlantic Director  
c/o Island Media Arts Co-op,  Box 2726, 115 Richmond St.  Charlottetown PE  C1A 8C3 
 
Lauren Howes, Ontario Director, Treasurer 
c/o Canadian Filmmakers Distribution Centre, 401 Richmond Street West, #119, 
Toronto, ON  M5V 3A8 
 
Patrice James, President  
c/o Independent Filmmakers Co-operative of Ottawa,  2 Daly Ave.,  Ottawa, ON  K1N 1A3 
 
Marie-Hélène Leblanc, Québec Director 
c/o Daïmõn, 78 rue Hanson, Gatineau QC  J8Y 3M5 
  
Chris-Spencer Lowe, Atlantic Director  
c/o Atlantic Filmmakers’ Cooperative,  P.O. Box 2043, Station M,  Halifax, NS   B3J 2Z1 
 
Catlin Lewis, Pacific Director 
c/o MediaNet, 106-2750 Quadra Street, Victoria, BC  V8T 4E8 
 
Laura Margita, Prairies and NWT Director 
c/o PAVED Arts, 424 20th Street West, Saskatoon SK S7M 0X4  
 
Tinu Sinha, Prairies and NWT Director  
c/o New University Television, 315 MacEwan Hall, 2500 University Drive NW,  
Calgary AB  T2N 1N4 
 
Bryan Skinner, Pacific Director 
c/o CineVic, 1931 Lee Ave, Victoria BC  V8R 4W9 
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LIST OF MEMBERS  
 
Agence Topo 
5455, avenue De Gaspé Ave, local 1001 
Montréal QC  H2T 3B3 
agence@agencetopo.qc.ca 
http://www.agencetopo.qc.ca 
 
Alberta Media Arts Alliance Society (AMAAS) 
901 1323 15 Ave. SW 
Calgary AB  T3C 0X8 
info@amaas.ca 
http://www.amaas.ca 
 
Alternator Centre for Contemporary Art 
Rotary Centre for the Arts 
421 Cawston Avenue, #103 
Kelowna BC  V1Y 6Z1 
info@alternatorgallery.com 
http://www.alternatorgallery.com 
 
AluCine 
330 Adelaide Street West 
Toronto ON M5V 1R4 
info@alucinefestival.com 
http://www.alucinefestival.com 
 
Antitube 
640, Côte d'Abraham 
Québec QC  G1R 1A1 
antitube@meduse.org 
www.meduse.org/antitube 
 
Artengine 
Arts Court 
2 Daly Avenue, 
Ottawa ON  K1N 6E2 
artlist@artengine.ca 
http://www.artengine.ca 
 
Atlantic Filmmakers Cooperative (AFCOOP) 
P.O. Box 2043, Station M 
Halifax NS  B3J 2Z1 
admin@afcoop.ca 
http://www.afcoop.ca 
 
Available Light Screening Collective 
Arts Court 
2 Daly Avenue 
Ottawa ON  K1N 6E2 
availablelightcollective@gmail.com 
 
Avatar 
541, rue De Saint-Vallier Est, #5-62 
Québec QC  G1K 3P9 
avatar.adm@meduse.org 
http://www.lenomdelachose.org/avatar 
 

 
 
Banff New Media Institute 
The Banff Centre 
Box 1020, Station 40 
Banff AB  T1L 1H5 
BNMI_info@banffcentre.ca 
http://www.banffcentre.ca/bnmi  
 
Calgary Society of Independent Filmmakers 
(CSIF) 
Building J2, 2711 Battleford Avenue SW 
Calgary AB  T3E 7L4 
info@csif.org 
http://www.csif.org 
 
Canadian Filmmakers Distribution Centre 
(CFMDC) 
401 Richmond Street West, #119 
Toronto ON  M5V 3A8 
director@cfmdc.org 
http://www.cfmdc.org 
 
Centre for Art Tapes (CFAT) 
CBC Radio Building 
5600 Sackville Street, #207 
Halifax NS  B3J 1L2 
cfat.communication@ns.sympatico.ca 
http://www.centreforarttapes.ca 
 
Champ Libre 
C.P. St-André 
B.P. 32130 
Montréal QC  H2L 4Y5 
champ@champlibre.com 
http://www.champlibre.com 
 
Charles Street Video (CSV) 
65 Bellwoods Avenue 
Toronto, ON  M6J 3N4 
csv@charlesstreetvideo.com 
http://www.charlesstreetvideo.com 
 
Cinema Politica 
P.O. Box 55097 (Mackay) 
Montreal, QC  H3G 2W5 
info@cinemapolitica.org 
http://www.cinemapolitica.org/ 
 
Cinevic 
1931 Lee Ave 
Victoria BC  V8R 4W9  
director@cinevic.ca 
http://www.cinevic.ca 
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Cineworks 
1131 Howe Street, #300 
Vancouver BC  V6Z 2L7 
info@cineworks.ca 
http://www.cineworks.ca 
 
Coop Vidéo de Montréal 
1124, rue Marie-Anne Est, #21 
Montréal QC  H2J 2B7 
info@coopvideo.ca 
http://www.coopvideo.ca 
 
DAÏMÕN 
78, rue Hanson 
Gatineau QC  J8Y 3M5 
daimon@daimon.qc.ca 
http://www.daimon.qc.ca 
 
Dreamspeakers Festival Society  
8726 112 Avenue NW 
Edmonton AB  T5B 0G6 
info@dreamspeakers.org 
http://www.dreamspeakers.org 
 
Ed Video Media Art Center 
40 Baker Street, 2nd Floor 
P.O. Box 1629 
Guelph ON  N1H 6R7 
liz@edvideo.org 
http://www.edvideo.org 
 
EMMEDIA 
351 11 Avenue SW, #203 
Calgary AB  T2R 0C7 
emmedia@emmedia.ca 
http://www.emmedia.ca 
 
Faucet Media Arts Centre & Struts Gallery 
7 Lorne Street 
Sackville NB  E4L 3Z6 
info@strutsgallery.ca 
http://www.strutsgallery.ca 
 
Film and Video Arts (FAVA) 
Ortona Armoury Arts Building 
9722 102 Street 
Edmonton AB  T5K 0X4 
info@fava.ca 
http://www.fava.ca 
 
Flash Frame  
25 North High Street 
Thunder Bay ON P7A 5R1 
flashframe@shaw.ca 
 
 
 
 

Gallery Gachet 
88 East Cordova St. 
Vancouver BC V6A 1K2 
Phone: (604) 687-2468 
ed@gachet.org 
http://www.gachet.org  
 
Global Visions Film Festival 
9664-106 Avenue 
Edmonton AB  T5H 0N9 
info@globalvisionsfestival.com 
http://www.globalvisionsfestival.com 
 
Groupe Intervention Vidéo (GIV) 
4001, rue Berri, #105 
Montréal QC  H2L 4H2 
info@givideo.org 
http://www.givideo.org 
 
Images Festival 
401 Richmond Street West, #448 
Toronto ON  M5V 3A8 
scott@imagesfestival.com 
http://www.imagesfestival.com 
 
imagineNATIVE Film + Media Arts Festival 
401 Richmond Street West, #349 
Toronto ON  M5V 3A8 
info@imagineNATIVE.org 
http://www.imagineNATIVE.org 
 
Independent Filmmakers Co-operative of Ottawa 
Arts Court 
2 Daly Avenue, #140 
Ottawa ON  K1N 6E2 
ifco@ifco.ca 
http://www.ifco.ca 
 
Inside Out 
401 Richmond Street West, #219 
Toronto ON  M5V 3A8 
inside@insideout.ca 
http://www.insideout.on.ca 
 
InterAccess 
9 Ossington Avenue 
Toronto ON  M6J 2Y8 
alex.snukal@interaccess.org 
http://www.interaccess.org 
 
Island Media Arts Co-op (IMAC) 
P.O. Box 2726 
Charlottetown PE  C1A 8C3 
imac@pei.aibn.com 
http://islandmedia.pe.ca 
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La Bande Vidéo 
541, rue De St-Vallier Est, BP 2 
Québec, QC G1K 3P9 
info@labandevideo.com 
www.meduse.org/labandevideo 
 
Le Labo 
55 rue Mill, Studio 317, Édifice Cannery No 58  
Toronto ON M5A 3C4 
info@lelabo.ca 
http://www.lelabo.ca 
 
Les Films de l'Autre 
460 Sainte-Catherine Ouest, #302 
Montréal QC  H3B 1A7 
fda@qc.aira.com 
http://www.lesfilmsdelautre.com 
 
Les Films du 3 mars (F3M) 
2065 rue Parthenais, #277 
Montréal QC  H2K 3T1 
info@f3m.ca 
http://www.f3m.ca 
 
Liaison of Independent Filmmakers of Toronto 
(LIFT) 
1137 Dupont St. 
Toronto ON  M6H 2A3 
office@lift.on.ca 
http://www.lift.on.ca 
 
Media Net 
2750 Quadra Street, #106 
Victoria BC  V8T 4E8 
info@media-net.bc.ca 
http://www.media-net.bc.ca 
 
Metro Cinema 
6-32 Stanley Milner Library 
7 Sir Winston Churchill Square 
Edmonton AB  T5J 2V5 
metro@metrocinema.org 
http://www.metrocinema.org 
 
Moving Images Distribution 
402 West Pender Street, #606 
Vancouver BC  V6B 1T6 
mailbox@movingimages.ca 
http://www.movingimages.ca 
 
Near North Mobile Media Lab (N2M2L) 
150 Main Street East 
North Bay ON  P1B 1A8 
mobilemedialab@gmail.com 
http://www.nnmedialab.com/ 
 
 
 

New Forms Media Society 
200-252 East 1st Avenue 
Vancouver BC V5T 1A6 
curatorial@newformsfestival.com 
http://newformsfestival.com 
 
New University Television (NUTV) 
315 MacEwan Hall 
2500 University Drive NW 
Calgary AB  T2N 1N4 
nutv@ucalgary.ca 
http://www.nutv.ca 
 
New Brunswick Filmmakers'  
Co-operative 
732 Charlotte Street Arts Centre 
Fredericton NB  E3B 1M5 
info@nbfilmcoop.com 
http://www.nbfilmcoop.com  
 
Newfoundland Independent Filmmakers'Co-op 
(NIFCO) 
40 Kings Road 
St. John's NL  A1C 3P5 
jean@nifco.org 
http://www.nifco.org 
 
Oboro 
4001, rue Berri, #301 
Montréal QC  H2L 4H2 
oboro@oboro.net 
http://www.oboro.net 
 
Paraloeil 
188, Évêché Ouest, 2e étage  
Rimouski QC G5L 4H9  
info@paraloeil.com 
http://www.paraloeil.com 
 
PAVED Arts  
424 20th Street West 
Saskatoon SK  S7M 0X4 
executive@pavedarts.ca 
http://www.pavedarts.ca 
 
Planet in Focus - International Environmental Film 
& Video Festival (PIF) 
55 Mill Street, Case Goods Warehouse 
Building 74, Studio 402 
Toronto ON  M5A 3C4 
information@planetinfocus.org 
http://www.planetinfocus.org 
 
Pleasure Dome 
195 Rushton Road 
Toronto ON  M6G 3J2 
pdome@ican.net 
http://www.pdome.org 
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Productions et Réalisations Indépendantes de 
Montréal (PRIM) 
2180, rue Fullum 
Montréal QC  H2K 3N9 
info@primcentre.org 
http://www.primcentre.org 
 
Projetto 
Case postale 75 
Marieville QC J3M 1N2 
anne@projetto.org 
http://www.projetto.org 
 
Quickdraw Animation Society (QAS) 
201-351, 11 Ave SW 
Calgary AB  T2R 0C7 
email@quickdrawanimation.ca 
http://www.quickdrawanimation.ca 
 
Reel Asian - Toronto Reel Asian International Film 
Festival 
401 Richmond Street West, #309 
Toronto ON  M5V 3A8 
info@reelasian.com 
http://www.reelasian.com 
 
Saskatchewan Filmpool Co-operative 
1822 Scarth Street, #301 
Regina SK  S4P 2G3 
info@filmpool.ca 
http://www.filmpool.ca 
 
SAW Video 
67 Nicholas Street 
Ottawa ON  K1N 7B9 
sawvideo@sawvideo.com 
http://www.sawvideo.com 
 
Send and Receive: a festival of sound 
43-221 McDermot 
Winnipeg MB, R3B 0S2 
send.director@gmail.com 
www.sendandreceive.org 
 
Soil Digital Media Suite 
1856  Scarth Street, #203 
Regina SK  S4P 2G3 
ngsoil1@accesscomm.ca 
http://www.soilmedia.org 
 
Spirafilm 
541, rue De Saint-Vallier Est 
Québec QC  G1K 3P9 
info@spirafilm.com 
http://www.spirafilm.com/ 
 
 
 

Studio XX 
4001, rue Berri, #201 
Montréal QC  H2L 4H2 
info@studioxx.org 
http://www.studioxx.org 
 
The Factory - Hamilton Media Arts Centre 
126 James Street North 
Hamilton ON L8R 2K7 
info@hamiltonmediaarts.org 
http://www.hamiltonmediaarts.org 
 
Toronto Animated Image Society (TAIS) 
60 Atlantic Avenue, Suite 102, Studio 09 
Toronto ON  M6K 1X9 
tais@bellnet.ca 
http://www.tais.ca 
 
Trinity Square Video (TSV) 
401 Richmond West, #376 
Toronto ON  M5V 3A8 
roy@trinitysquarevideo.com 
http://www.trinitysquarevideo.com 
 
Ullus Collective 
En'owkin Centre 
Lot 45, Green Mountain Road 
RR2 S50 C8 
Penticton BC  V2A 6J7 
enowkin@vip.net 
http://www.enowkincentre.ca/ullus.html 
 
Urban Shaman Gallery 
290 McDermot Avenue, #203 
Winnipeg MB  R3B 0T2 
info@urbanshaman.org 
http://www.urbanshaman.org 
 
Vancouver New Music Society 
837 Davie Street 
Vancouver BC  V6Z 1B7 
info@newmusic.org 
http://www.newmusic.org 
 
Vidéo Femmes 
291, rue De Saint-Vallier Est, #104 
Québec QC  G1K 3P5 
info@videofemmes.org 
http://www.videofemmes.org 
 
Vidéographe 
4550, rue Garnier 
Montréal QC  H2J 3S7 
info@videographe.qc.ca 
http://www.videographe.qc.ca 
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Video Pool 
100 Arthur Street, #300 
Winnipeg MB  R3B 1H3 
vpadmin@videopool.org 
http://www.videopool.org 
 
VIVO Media Arts 
1965 Main Street 
Vancouver BC  V5T 3C1 
info@vivomediaarts.com 
http://www.vivomediaarts.com 
 
VTape 
401 Richmond Street West, #452 
Toronto ON  M5V 3A8 
info@vtape.org 
http://www.vtape.org 
 
Western Artic Moving Pictures (WAMP) 
4916  49th Street 
BOX 2487 
Yellowknife NT  X1A 2P8 
wamp@wamp.ca 
http://www.wamp.ca 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Western Front 
303 East 8th Avenue 
Vancouver BC  V5T 1S1 
media@front.bc.ca 
http://www.front.bc.ca 
 
Winnipeg Aboriginal Film Festival (WAFF) 
82 George Avenue 
Winnipeg MB  R3B 0K1 
info@aboriginalfilmfest.org 
http://www.aboriginalfilmfest.org 
 
Winnipeg Film Group 
100 Arthur Street, #304 
Winnipeg MB  R3B 1H3 
info@winnipegfilmgroup.com 
http://www.winnipegfilmgroup.com 
 
Workman Arts / RendezVous With Madness Film 
Festival 
651 Dufferin Street 
Toronto ON  M6K 2B2 
info@rendezvouswithmadness.com 
http://www.rendezvouswithmadness.com  
 
Yukon Film Society 
212 Lambert Street 
Whitehorse YT Y1A 1Z4 
yfs@yukonfilmsociety.com 
http://www.yukonfilmsociety.com 
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HISTORY AND PRINCIPLES 
 
HISTORY   
As a result of several formative meetings by representatives of a number of film production, 
distribution and exhibition groups from across Canada, the Independent Film Alliance was 
founded in Yorkton, Saskatchewan, in November 1980. Subsequently incorporated as a non-profit 
organization, the Alliance saw its mandate and its membership grow. To better reflect these 
mutations, the organization’s name changed in the mid-1990s to Independent Film & Video 
Alliance (IFVA). Later, at the Annual General Meeting in 2002, the membership - now also 
constituted of audio art and new media groups - voted for the organization’s name to be 
changed to Independent Media Arts Alliance/Alliance des arts médiatiques indépendants 
(IMAA/AAMI). The mandate of the Alliance hasn't changed; its work, undertaken with recognized 
expertise and diplomacy, has become wider and diversified. 
 
 
FOUNDING PRINCIPLES 
Our groups are distinct from one another and we value these differences. Just as we, as 
individuals, are able to pool our resources to mutual advantage in organizations that protect and 
promote individual free expression, it is possible and desirable to unite film, video and electronic 
media groups, each with its own character, in an Alliance.  The Alliance does not limit itself to one 
genre, ideology or aesthetic but furthers diversity of vision in artistic and social consciousness. 
 
IMAA members make a commitment to take anti-racist, anti-sexist and anti-homophobic positions 
in terms of hiring, distribution, production and representation.  Also they respect and support the 
autonomy of native cultural representation. 
 
The Alliance believes that independent film, video and electronic media are valuable and vital 
forms of expression of our respective cultures, which can uncover the prevailing illusions and 
expose the formulas that underlie the vast majority of commercial and institutional messages. 
 
 
STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLE AGAINST CENSORSHIP  
"In face of the legitimate threat of censure by media classification boards, as well as the potential 
for self-censure by artists as a result of the classification process, the IMAA affirms the right of media 
artists and organisations to present media art works to the public and the right of the public to 
experience that work.  The requirement that works of film, video, and other media arts be 
approved before the public is allowed access to them can rarely, if ever, be justified: it denies the 
right of the artist on the one hand, and of the public on the other - the protection of which they 
are entitled within the laws and before the courts of this country; it obliterates that exercise of 
responsible judgement which is the right and duty of every citizen in a free society." 
 
 
STRUCTURE   
At the Annual General Meeting members meet to set the Alliance's policies and to determine 
priorities for the organization’s activities.  Implementation of AGM decisions is carried out by the 
National Director, under the direction and supervision of a thirteen-member Board of Directors, 
elected by the membership to reflect a balanced regional representation. The IMAA is composed 
of six regions and each of them elects two persons to serve as Regional Directors on IMAA Board. 
The IMAA president is elected by the General Assembly.  
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REVENUES 
-Canada Council for the Arts (operational funding) 
-Membership fees  
Historically, project grants have been received from:  
-Canada Council, National Film Board, Department of Canadian Heritage, Telefilm Canada 
 
 
ACTIVITIES 
- National Conference and media arts showcase held biennially in a different city in Canada 
- Annual General meeting 
- Networking, co-ordinated through the national office 
- Lobbying, including necessary research 
- Monthly electronic newsletter 
- Consultation with federal and provincial government departments and agencies 
- Acting as a liaison and exchanging information with other organizations with objectives similar to 
the Alliance's 
 
 
MEMBERSHIP  
Membership is open to any organization in Canada whose mandate is to encourage, promote 
and facilitate the independent production, distribution and exhibition of films, videos and 
electronic media works.  The Alliance defines an independent production as being a work over 
which the artist maintains full creative and editorial control at all stages, from production to 
exhibition.  Membership applications are submitted to the national office.  All members must 
support the creation, distribution or presentation of media arts and: 
 
- be not-for-profit organization, a member-driven co-op, or an artist collective, 
- be artist initiated and controlled, 
- pay fees to artists, 
- support sexual and gender equality in their organization, 
- support cultural equity, 
- share the aims and objectives of the IMAA. 
 
MEMBERSHIP FEES 
The annual membership fee varies according to the size of the organization’s operating budget: 
 
Less than $100,000  $ 100.00    
$100,000 - $300,000  $ 200.00 
Over $300,000   $ 300.00 
 
 
The IMAA is firmly committed to actively assuring full participation in the organization and in access 
to its resources to all people, regardless of gender, race, language, sexual orientation, age or 
ability.  This commitment will be reflected throughout the organization in IMAA personnel, policies, 
practices, membership recruitment, recruitment of the Board of Directors, committees and 
positions of responsibility in the organization and in all other activities of the organization.  It is the 
responsibility of the Board of Directors to ensure that members of the organization understand and 
adhere to this commitment in all of their activities pertaining to the IMAA. 


