
 

 
 
 
On behalf of the Independent Media Arts Alliance, we thank the CRTC for the 
opportunity to participate in an important review process for television policy that 
the Commission is undertaking, and we wish to share with you the perspective of 
the Canadian independent media arts sector on the future of media and 
broadcasting. 
 
Who we are 
 
The IMAA is a national association of over 80 non-profit, locally based media arts 
centres in every province and territory (except Nunavut). Collectively our member 
organisations serve and represent over 12,000 independent filmmakers, video 
and multi-media artists across Canada. Many of our member organisations have 
been in operation for several decades, delivering programs and services to their 
communities and constituencies. IMAA has been in existence as an incorporated 
non-profit association since 1981. 
 
Our member organisations are diverse, ranging from film and video production 
facilities, to film festivals, to art galleries, to new media centres. Their common 
focus is on artistic expression in film, video and electronic arts. The typical IMAA 
member production centre is a non-profit incorporated organisation, with a 
democratically elected volunteer board of directors and registered charitable 
status. Our centres have employees serving public memberships of individuals 
who produce independent, innovative, often non-commercial film, video and new 
media artworks, by accessing subsidised training, equipment, facilities and 
technical support. Funding for our member organisations is primarily derived from 
public sector arts councils at federal, provincial and local levels, and accounted 
for in extensive and transparent reporting. 
 
"Let’s Talk TV: A conversation with Canadians about the future of 
television" 
 
The IMAA supports the principle that alternative points of view should play a 
much greater role in the medium of television broadcasting than they currently 
do.  
 
Canadian society is best served by the development of policies that increase 
opportunities not only for citizens to have viewing access to a diverse and 



inclusive range of media messages, but to be actively supported for opportunities 
to participate meaningfully expression and dialogue on community issues. As 
television migrates beyond the conventional broadcasting and cable delivery 
systems, towards content accessed over the internet or via other online methods 
we can deduce that the protection of a Canadian content will be difficult to 
manage.  The direct support for the production of television, or media, by 
Canadian creators becomes an increasingly important method for protecting 
Canadian content. 
 
The goal of community participation in mass media 
 
The current existing structure of community television-broadcasting is not fulfilling 
its potential to promote citizen interaction and active media-making to engage 
local residents in dialogue.  
Economic interests of cable distribution undertakings are not consistent with the 
access necessary for local media expression to attain its potential.  
 
The CRTC states in its discussion document that they are interested "supporting 
Canadian creators so that they can provide Canadians with varied and 
compelling creative content that is drawn from local, regional, national and 
international sources and that is available on a range of platforms." 
 
CRTC should ensure support for local non-profit media creation centres 
 
To address this the CRTC should modify its current requirements for 
broadcasters and television service providers to contribute to the creation, 
presentation and promotion of Canadian programs, by ensuring that the funding 
from the current cable BDU license levy is accessible also to community-based 
non-profit media art production organisations, mandated to support freedom of 
expression in video media. 
 
There is ample evidence, accumulated over decades, that Canadian 
communities, both large and small, have the locally based talent, skills and 
experience to successfully produce Canadian content through local non-profit 
media production facilities.   
 
The IMAA member centres have the potential to provide the necessary resources 
for the production and distribution of locally-produced, independent media.  
 
We urge the CRTC to support community-based media access production 
centres. The IMAA media arts centres have transparent, accountable governance 
that legitimately reflects community stakeholders, including the independent 
media community. 
 



The implementation of these objectives should proceed through appropriate 
policy development to maximise opportunities for community-based engagement 
in the restructured television broadcasting sector.  
 
Thank you.	  


