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May 15th, 2007 

 
 

Robert Sirman, Director 
The Canada Council for the Arts 
350 Alberta Street PO Box 1047 
Ottawa, Ontario  K1P 5V8 

 
 

Dear Mr. Sirman, 
 
On behalf of the Independent Media Arts Alliance (IMAA) representing 84 independent media arts 
organizations across Canada, I want to suggest some of our concerns regarding the recent 
allocation of the supplementary operating funds. Overall, our members were disappointed, many 
were displeased. 
 
We understand that the decisions made by the Council were done with the objective to make 
permanent this one-time allocation and to gather sufficient evidence to make a case for a greater 
increase in overall funding to the Council. In this process, however, the Council seriously failed to 
be transparent in its representation and presentation of the SOFI program.  
 
 
Our three principal concerns are: 
 
• The manner in which the concept of "key institutions" was developed, articulated and executed 
is neither transparent nor in keeping with the Council’s role as an "arm’s length agency."  The "in 
house" selection process that predetermined the "key institutions" goes against the Canada 
Council’s peer assessment principle that ensures fair evaluation by representatives of the 
applicants’ peers.  
 
• Several regional and sector disparities must be noted. The vast majority of the "key institutions" 
are located in the major urban centres and a significant portion of the funds went to traditional 
performing arts organizations.  Case in point: five very traditional performing arts organizations 
received SOFI supplementary support to the extent of $7,453,000 while the SOFI allocation to the 
entire media arts section was $1,812,500.  This was poorly reasoned considering the stated plans 
and priorities for both the Canada Council and the Department of Canadian Heritage are for 
cultural and creative development in the 21st century with an investment in new practices within 
the global context.   
 
• We continue with our often stated concern that many arts organizations representing cultural 
groups and Indigenous communities were not eligible under the SOFI program as they rely on 
project funding and many function on inadequate operating budgets. These organizations 
contribute enormously to Canada’s cultural community and collectively are key contributors to 
Canada’s national identity. This should have been recognized.  
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As artists are working in multifarious mediums such as electronic, internet, digital, film and multi-
disciplinary practices, the allocation of funding must adapt to match the needs of these diverse 
practices. The recent injection to the Canada Council failed to reach the increasing demands 
within the media art section at the Canada Council. Given this, we expect that the Canada 
Council will take the above-mentioned assessment into account should this funding be renewed 
in subsequent fiscal years. 
 
So, while we are all celebrating the Council’s 50th anniversary, the IMAA will continue to press 
the urgent priority for federal funds to match the growth and diversification of arts and culture in 
Canada and to reflect the emergence of new ways of making art.   
 
We are pleased that the Canada Council is developing a strategic plan for 2008-2011 and are 
doing so in consultation with the arts community at large.  The Independent Media Arts Alliance 
will participate in this consultation process and will be drafting recommendations based on the 
needs of the media arts sector.  

 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Jennifer Dorner, National Director 
 
 
CC: Karen Kain, Chair, The Canada Council for the Arts; Simon Brault: Vice-Chair, The Canada 
Council for the Arts; Youssef El Jaï, Media Arts Section Head, The Canada Council for the Arts 

 


