
 

                                          Media Arts Days 2013 
 
 
 

 

What is independent media art? 
 
The term media arts applies to all forms of time-related or interactive art works that are 
created by the recording of sounds, visual images, or use new technologies. These art 
works are creative expressions and encompass the fields of film, audio, video and computer, 
digital, electronic art. The term independent means that the artist maintains complete 
creative control over the work.  
 
As technology progresses artists are eager to use new tools to reflect the world around 
them. Even Salvador Dali who is best known as a surrealist painter experimented in film. In 
the 1960’s video technology was introduced and not long after, it became an accessible 
medium used by many artists. Since then media art has grown to include new technology in 
an ever-expanding array of platforms. Media art today is exhibited everywhere from art 
galleries to movie theatres, on the web, in public space and on mobile devices. Artists have 
used just about every screen imaginable including bank machines.  
  
 
Who we are 
 
The Independent Media Arts Alliance (IMAA) is a member-driven non-profit national 
organization working to advance and strengthen the media arts sector in Canada.  The 
IMAA began as a collective of a dozen film co-ops and incorporated in 1981 under the name 
Independent Film Alliance.  Since then it has evolved to include video and new media 
groups and now has a membership of over 80 organizations dedicated to the production, 
exhibition, distribution, education of independent media art. These organizations are 
established in both small communities and large cities from Whitehorse, Yukon to Nain, 
Labrador and everywhere in between.  
 
 
What we stand for  
 
Artist-run organizations give voice to the individual and deliberately work outside of the 
mainstream commercial industry to present an alternative view, whether it is aesthetic, 
theoretical or social. The impact that media art has on our society is immeasurable. These 
works inform our notions of beauty, technology, and social value and in the process 
influence Canada’s understanding of creativity, inclusiveness, and pluralism, inspiring new 
ways of looking at our world.  
 
In stepping outside of the moving-image entertainment industry, artists struggle to realize 
their works, and support for independent media art production, exhibition and distribution is 
minimal. The success of these works cannot be measured in box-office totals or by the 
number of visitors to an exhibition space or by the number of hits on a website. As a result, 
not-for-profit media arts organizations are challenged in that they will never transition to 
financial independence yet are a vital contributor to the creative economy.  



  

Current challenges  
 
Ongoing funding reductions  
The media arts sector was discouraged that Canada's Federal Budget 2013 did not include 
an increase to the Canada Council for the Arts. For over a decade, the IMAA has been 
consistently advocating for the federal government to support the work of the Canada 
Council for the Arts, by increasing its annual funding to reach a base budget of $300 million.  
 
Over the past 20 years, the number of organizations on “operating status” at Council has 
increased by 65% yet the Council’s per capita parliamentary appropriation, when adjusted 
for inflation, declined by 4%. An increasing number of people are turning to media art as a 
form of creative expression, but the media arts sector has been stifled by cuts in the 2012 
federal budget to Telefilm and to the NFB. Prior to that, the Canadian Independent Film and 
Video Fund, the National Training Program for the Film and Video Sector, and Canadian 
Culture Online were shut down. This translates to the average Council grant recipient 
receiving an ever-diminishing share of the funding pie at the same time as a growing 
number of organizations wait to be invited to the table.1 
 
Numerous studies have proven that investing in the cultural sector creates jobs, contributes 
enormously to the GDP, and enhances quality of life, creating vibrant cities that foster 
economic growth and attract foreign investors.2 Governments around the world have 
recognized this. Brazil announced that it would give workers a $25 monthly stipend to be 
used towards cultural expenses.3 Portland, Oregon, has passed a new annual income tax of 
a flat $35 fee that goes directly to supporting local arts organizations.4  
 
Opportunity for training and job creation 
Finance Minister Jim Flaherty's plan for a national campaign to increase job training fails to 
recognize the vital role that arts organizations play in offering hands-on training in a range of 
fields. There are hundreds of arts organizations throughout Canada such as film, video and 
new media production, education, distribution centres, festivals, art galleries, and more that 
employ a significant number of cultural workers, half of whom are under the age of 35.   
 
Media arts organizations act as incubators for the larger film industry, they also support 
research and development in the field of digital and electronic media. They offer educational 
programs such as summer camps for schools and community groups to ensure our 
youngest citizens acquire skills and the confidence necessary to work in an ever-expanding 
array of new technologies.  
 

                                                
1 Backgrounder Canada Council for the Arts’ Review of Operating Grant Programs 
http://www.canadacouncil.ca/NR/rdonlyres/374635DC-DE1F-4DCA-8824-
35895C266B99/0/English_Review_OGP_Final.pdf 
2 "Arts & economic Prosperity" http://artsusa.org/information 
3 http://artthreat.net/2013/01/brazil-culture-stipend/ 
4 http://hyperallergic.com/66285/ 



  

The role of new technology in the arts 
In its five-year Strategic Plan, the Canada Council expressed the value and importance of 
advancing the arts by emphasizing an "increased focus on the impact of the transition to a 
digital society on the arts."5 But, current budgetary allocations to the Media Arts section at 
the Canada Council cannot adequately fund new platforms and innovative organizational 
models that are emerging in this country. New technology benefits all artistic disciplines by 
expanding audiences and markets in Canada and abroad. Investing in the arts, with an 
emphasis on new technologies, encourages a better understanding of who we are as a 
nation, and what we project to other nations.  
 
Arm’s Length Relationship to Government 
The latest budget bill C-60 gives Prime Minister Stephen Harper and his Cabinet the power 
to dictate collective bargaining, terms for salaries, benefits and working conditions for 
several crown corporations is alarming for the media arts sector. It interferes with the ‘arm's 
length’ relationship that is so fundamentally important to the Canada Council for the Arts and 
other institutions included in the bill. Media artists and organizations stand strongly behind 
the Canada Council's fundamental values reinforced by the arm’s length relationship. We 
believe that the Council must be given the freedom to develop policies and programs and 
make decisions without undue political pressure or influence.  
 
Independent media artists live and breathe "freedom of artistic expression from control or 
dominance by external forces such as governments and markets".6 In doing so we 
contribute to the democratic process by giving voice to individuals within a diverse society 
for the benefit of all Canadians. We are adamantly opposed to any move that would open up 
the possibility for any political influence that would adversely impact the freedom and 
diversity of vision in artistic expression and social consciousness. The consequences of this 
will devastate the creative industries and subsequently Canadian culture at large.  
 

 
 

                                                
5 http://www.canadacouncil.ca/ 
6 http://www.canadacouncil.ca/cgi-
bin/MsmGo.exe?grab_id=0&page_id=1830&query=arms%20length&hiword=LENGTHS%20LENGTHY%20ar
ms%20length%20 
 



  

What we recommend 
 
The year 2017 marks Canada’s 150th anniversary which will be an essential time to invest in 
the arts as we examine/celebrate our history, our current cultural identity and in creating an 
inspired vision for the future of Canada. 
 

 
1. Reinstate funding that supports independent media art through the Department 

of Canadian Heritage - Telefilm and the NFB largely support industry productions but 
their programs for emerging artists and independent works are invaluable. We must 
reinstate programs that support independent film, video and new media practices to 
ensure the sustainability of the industry as a whole.   
 

2. Renew the Department of Canadian Heritage Canada Funds – We strongly 
advocate for the renewal of the Canada Funds as a key priority over the next fiscal 
year. The renewal of the programs must be integrated in the 2014 budget. If there was 
any delay to this timeline, it would have significant impacts on beneficiaries of these 
programs and therefore on the benefits for Canadians.  

 
3. Invest in the Canada Council for the Arts - The IMAA affirms that the Canada 

Council for the Arts provides the most efficient, fair and cost effective way of ensuring 
that public funds are directed to individual artists and arts organizations, in 
communities large and small across the country. The above-mentioned cuts have put 
increased pressures on an already underfunded section at the Canada Council for the 
Arts. We insist that the federal government increase funding to the Canada Council for 
the Arts to reach $300 million.  

 
4. Ensure that the fundamental values of the Canada Council for the Arts are 

upheld by the federal government – The IMAA strongly believes that the arm’s 
length relationship to the government is essential as it permits complete freedom of 
artistic expression from control or dominance by the federal government allowing the 
cultural sector at large to be innovative and to flourish as a vital part of the creative 
economy.  

 



  

Selection of Arts and Culture Articles  
 
The economic imperative for investing in arts and culture, by Todd Hirsch, Calgary-
based chief economist of ATB Financial and author. 
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/the-economic-imperative-
for-investing-in-arts-and-culture/article10463290/ 
 
Art without Market, Art without Education: Political Economy of Art, by Anton 
Vidokle, artist and founder of e-flux. 
http://www.e-flux.com/journal/art-without-market-art-without-education-political-economy-
of-art/ 
 
Portland’s New $35 Arts Tax Begins, by Kyle Chayka 
http://hyperallergic.com/66285/portlands-new-35-arts-tax-goes-into-
action/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+hyperall
ergic+%28Hyperallergic%29 
 
Brazil to give $25 monthly culture stipend to workers by Rob Maguire 
http://artthreat.net/2013/01/brazil-culture-stipend/ 
 
Les Canadiens sont pour un soutien gouvernemental aux arts 
http://www.ledevoir.com/culture/actualites-culturelles/368011/les-canadiens-sont-pour-un-
soutien-gouvernemental-aux-arts 
 
Leonard Cohen accepts Glenn Gould Prize, gives away the $50,000, by Nick Patch 
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/arts/music/leonard-cohen-accepts-glenn-gould-prize-
gives-away-the-50000/article4178624/ 
 
Artists are Dangerous, Essay by Dr. Patrick Finn, a performance expert at the 
Department of Drama at the University of Calgary http://artsplan.ca/content/artists-are-
dangerous 
 
 
Selection of Arts and Culture Studies / Reports  
 
The Value of Presenting, A Study of Performing Arts Presentation in Canada 
http://www.capacoa.ca/valueofpresentingdoc/ValueofPresenting_Final.pdf 
 
Arts and Heritage in Canada: Access and Availability Survey 2012 
http://epe.lac-bac.gc.ca/100/200/301/pwgsc-tpsgc/por-ef/canadian_heritage/2012/089-11-
e/report.pdf 
 
Valuing Culture, Measuring and Understanding Canada’s Creative Economy 
http://hillstrategies.com/content/valuing-culture-0 
 
Arts Research Monitor articles, category = Economic impacts of the arts 
http://hillstrategies.com/category/arm-categories/benefits-impacts/economic-impacts-arts 
 
Arts Research Monitor articles, category = Arts funding & finances 
http://hillstrategies.com/category/arm-categories/other-topics/arts-funding-finances 


