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INTRODUCTION 
 
The Independent Media Arts Alliance (IMAA) is a non-profit National Arts Service 
Organization that promotes and advances the interests of independent media artists across the 
country. Representing over 80 independent film, video, and new media production, distribution, 
and exhibition organizations in all parts of Canada, we serve over 12,000 independent media 
artists and cultural workers.  
 
We appreciate the opportunity to present this brief to the Standing Committee on Finance on 
behalf of our members and the diverse communities that we represent.   
 
 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
  
Recommendations from the IMAA to the Standing Committee on Finance for the 2007 Federal 
Pre-Budget Consultations:  
  
1 – That the Government of Canada ensures that cultural funding becomes "statutory" spending 
and develops a national strategy for arts and culture.  
 
2 – That the Government of Canada increases the funding to the Canada Council for the Arts by 
$100 million annually.  
 
3 – That the Government of Canada increase capital support for arts groups seeking to 
purchase their spaces and institute a program for guaranteeing mortgages for arts and cultural 
organizations.  
 
4 – That the Government of Canada assures increased funding for the preservation and 
archiving of audiovisual and media art works. 
 



National Strategy for Arts and Culture 
 
Canada needs to develop a national strategy that underlines the importance of arts and culture 
in our country. Cultural spending should be made statutory and be acknowledged in all aspects 
of Canadian’s lives from health to education, leisure, technology and the economy. The 
Department of Canadian Heritage’s funding has the highest proportion of non-statutory 
spending of all federal departments, and is therefore at a higher risk of being reduced or 
withdrawn by this or any subsequent Government. As is described below arts funding 
contributes positively to the economy in many different, yet subtle ways including creation of 
cultural vibrancy in centres that attract corporations to these centres. 
 
The 2005 Federal Budget recognized the value of arts funding through the renewal of the 
Tomorrow Starts Today initiative that was extended for four years ending in the 2009-10 fiscal 
year. This multi-year investment helps to create stability within the Canadian arts and cultural 
sector.  As we approach the end date of this multi-year funding initiative we emphasize that 
these funds are indispensable to the Arts in Canada.  
 
For example, the Cultural Spaces Canada component of Tomorrow Starts Today provides much 
needed support for physical spaces for cultural organizations. Arts groups need support in 
various ways to allow them to establish permanent venues for the creation and presentation of 
art works, be they theatrical plays, exhibitions of visual arts, musical performances or cutting 
edge screenings of media art.  Not only do we insist that this program is essential but that 
increased capital programs for purchasing buildings are necessary for the establishment of 
permanent cultural spaces within Canadian communities. The IMAA also recommends 
guaranteed mortgages for non-profit cultural organisations, as the government does for low-cost 
housing.  
 
We urge that the Federal Government recognize the need for increased and sustained support 
for the arts and culture in Canada and that funding for the cultural sector be made statutory. 
 
 
Encouraging First Step for the Canada Council for the Arts 
 
The IMAA would like to acknowledge the Federal Government for recognizing the benefits of 
investing in the Arts in its decision to increase the funding to the Canada Council for the Arts by 
$30 million annually.  The announcement, made recently by the Honourable Beverly Oda, was 
welcome news by arts supporters across Canada. The urgent call for increased funding for the 
Canada Council has been a key message of the IMAA over the past several years and was 
echoed by many groups across the country, notably by the Canadian Arts Coalition and the 
Canadian Conference of the Arts.  
 
Alongside the Coalition, the IMAA had called for an increase of $5 per Canadian for the Canada 
Council which would bring the total annual funding to $300 million.  The $30 million increase 
brings the Canada Council’s total budget to $180 million. This is an encouraging first step 
towards accomplishing the many vital goals held by the arts and cultural sector.  Even still, the 
IMAA wants to underline the fact that the $30 million does not go far enough to relieve the 
pressures faced by the smaller artist-run organizations and independent artists, of whom the 
IMAA represents in the media arts community.  
 
This claim is substantiated by the fact that the $30 million supplementary fund received by the 
Council in the 2007 fiscal year barely addressed the needs of the larger traditional performing 



arts organizations. This fund did not come close to addressing the needs of the smaller 
organizations outside of the urban centres, or organizations that support new practices.1 As 
more artists are working in increasingly complex mediums such as electronic, internet, video 
and multi-disciplinary practices, funding must be increased to match the needs of these diverse 
practices. The recent injection to the Canada Council does not go far enough to reach the 
increasing demands within the Media Arts section at the Canada Council for the Arts.  
 
The stated plans and priorities for both the Canada Council and the Department of Canadian 
Heritage are for cultural and creative development in the 21st century with an investment in new 
practices. The IMAA urges the Federal Government to recommit and expand its commitment to 
the Canada Council for the Arts so that it may reach the goals and objectives set out by the 
Department of Canadian Heritage. The IMAA recommends that the Government of Canada 
increase the funding to the Canada Council for the Arts funding by $100 million annually. 
 
 
Culture Contributes to Economic Growth   
 
The 2006 report by the Standing Committee on Finance identified that a region’s artistic and 
cultural life is an important factor in attracting and retaining employees and businesses, who 
may be drawn to locations with artistic and cultural amenities that enhance well-being, quality of 
life, diversity and prosperity.2  As the Finance Committee examines the Canadian tax system for 
its 2007 report, it is essential that it is reminded that businesses and corporations directly benefit 
from a healthy arts and cultural community.   
 
Consequently, the level of taxation, fees and other charges should take into account the 
benefits a corporation receives within the global picture. By funding arts organizations and art 
activity across the nation, the government is stimulating increased economic activity while 
enhancing the cultural vibrancy of a community.  The economic spin-offs can be measured by 
the cultural activity itself, numerous studies have proven that the nonprofit arts and culture 
industry strengthens our nation’s economy.  Nationally, the nonprofit arts and culture industry 
generates $40 billion in economic activity every year.  
 
Artists and cultural workers are among the lowest paid in the workforce. The IMAA Prairies and 
Northwest Territories region recently carried out a compensation review that outlines average 
wages for artist-run media arts organizations in that region. The results show that the average 
salaries are below the overall labour force averages. In addition many of these workers have 
artistic practices of their own that are financed by their wages.   
 
The IMAA urges the Federal Government to invest in artistic production by giving artists 
incentive to produce work by reducing the tax burden that artists face. We recommend that the 
Federal Government implement legislation which responds to the need for social benefits and 
tax remuneration for artists.   
 
In addition, all artist-run organizations depend on volunteer activity to operate. We were pleased 
that the 2006 report from the Standing Committee on Finance recognized that volunteer service is 
an activity that deserves recognition.  It would stand to benefit artist-run organizations if a tax 
measure was in place that recognized and rewarded the hours of volunteer activity. 

                                                             
1 A total of 858 arts organizations applied for funding through the Supplementary Operating Funds Initiative. The requests 
totaled $95.6 million – three times the $30 million that was available from the Supplementary Fund. As a result not all 
organizations received funding and most of those who were successful did not receive the amount requested.  The 
Council’s strategic decision was to prioritize organizations with larger operating budgets.  
2 Canada: Competing to Win, Report of the Standing Committee on Finance, December 2006, p.99 



Canada’s Audio-Visual Heritage 
 
The preservation of film, video and new media work is a major concern amongst all media arts 
organizations. Throughout Canada's media arts centres reside thousands and thousands of 
valuable works reflecting the history of media arts in Canada.  
 
Audio/video/film collections include experimental, narrative and documentary works by artists; 
edited and raw recordings of events, processes and sites; historical and cultural documents; 
workshop experiments; sponsored projects; compilations of local productions; tapes deposited 
by visiting artists; and compiled programs. Most of these works have been financed by public 
money.  
 
Due to the ongoing funding problems in media arts centres, these archives have not been 
stored in ideal situations. There are few funding sources accessible for maintaining them. 
Additionally, artists are using new mediums of expression-interactive multi-media and CDs, 
web-based art, virtual reality, etc. We must, therefore, begin to give serious consideration to 
how these new forms will be preserved, stored, and accessed, and try to develop a system 
which will accommodate these new works.  
 
Institutions such as the National Gallery of Canada are having serious concerns about 
preservation and maintenance of audio/visual material. As a result we have seen a dramatic 
decrease in the number of media art works collected and exhibited by the National Gallery and 
by many of our provincial art galleries. This is a major problem considering more and more 
artists today are working in media art.  
 
In addition, Canada’s Indigenous cultural works are in critical need of being preserved. The loss 
of traditional knowledge and cultural heritage within the Aboriginal Media Arts Community would 
be a serious loss for Canada, and an even greater loss for humanity. Aboriginal culture is the 
foundation of Canadian identity. The visual records of our nation are held on videotapes, film 
reels and other new media formats that must be maintained. 
 
The preservation of this resource is of urgent concern. If the issue is not addressed very soon, 
we are in real danger of losing this audio-visual heritage forever. We urge the Federal 
Government to increase support to the Canadian Audio Visual Preservation Trust, the Canada 
Council for the Arts, and the National Library and Archives of Canada to expand the process of 
preservation, archiving, cataloguing, and collection maintenance of Canadian media art works. 
 

 
CONCLUSION 

 
The Independent Media Arts Alliance believes that the Canadian tax system must be structured 
for the greatest public good and must recognize the economic benefits of investing in arts and 
culture.  The federal government must ensure that the poor and middle class are not bearing the 
burden of taxation of which most artists and cultural workers are situated. In addition, we feel 
that the federal government should provide tax measures for artists and organizations that 
encourage the production, exhibition and diffusion of art works in Canada and abroad. The 
Federal Government should recognize that the appropriate form and level of corporate taxation 
must reflect the benefits of a culturally vibrant, artistic nation.  The Independent Media Arts 
Alliance urges the government to take into account the needs of Canada's artists and 
organizations by investing in arts and culture for a prosperous future.  
  


