
Meeting Script  (This is a suggested script to assist you, but feel free to use whatever you 
feel is relevant and add / change as you wish!) 
 
1. Introduce yourself and thank your MP for meeting with you. 
 
2. Talk about the organization that you represent, the community that it serves and why it is 
important.  
 
3. Talk about media art, what it is, and why it is such a relevant art form, a key contributor in 
the cultural sector, here are some ideas but it is always good to include personal accounts 
too: 

• Media art is a growing field with more young people turning to new technologies as a 
form of creative expression. 

• There are hundreds of media arts organizations in Canada that employ a significant 
number of cultural workers with half under the age of 35. 

• Media arts organizations offer educational programs and training opportunities from 
young students to professional media artists.  

• Media arts have been stifled by cuts in the 2012 federal budget, and cuts prior to that 
which put increased pressure on the Canada Council for the Arts.  

• Media arts organizations have an invaluable role within the film and video industry. 
• Media arts are vital for the research and development of new technologies and the 

creation of applications that are adopted by the larger industry.  
 
4. Talk about the challenges that the media arts sector is facing outlined in the 
accompanying leave-behind document.  
 
5.Talk about the value of art in our society: 

• Investing in art fuels the economy, contributing $46 billion directly to Canada’s gross 
domestic product and providing employment to more than 600 000 Canadians. 

• The cultural sector generated approximately $25 billion in taxes for all levels of 
government in 2007. This is more than three times higher than the $7.9 billion that 
was spent on culture by all levels of government in 2007. 

• Art is good for health and social wellbeing and promotes civic engagement.  
• Art encourages social cohesion and integration by building bridges between various 

cultural communities. 
• Art is what showcases Canada to the world. 

 
6. Present the IMAA’s recommendations outlined in the accompanying leave-behind 
document: 

• Reinstate funding that supports independent media art through the Department of 
Canadian Heritage. 

• Renew the Department of Canadian Heritage Canada Funds. 
• Invest in the Canada Council for the Arts to reach $300 million.  
• Ensure that the fundamental values of the Canada Council for the Arts are upheld by 

the federal government. 
 
7. Have a conversation! 
 
8. Ask your MP if they are committed to supporting the arts in Canada to benefit all 
Canadians. Thank them for taking the time to meet with you and if agreeable take a picture 
with them we’ll start a collection of MP’s that support the arts!   


